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Abuse in China (ET AC)—indicates that “pris-
oners of conscience,” especially Falun Gong
practitioners, were usually targeted for organ
harvesting. In 2006, a tour guide told visiting
European Parliament Vice President, Edward
McMillan-Scott, that he’d seen the cadaver of
his friend—a Falun Gong practitioner—with
numerous stiches across his body. That tour
guide received five years in prison for speak-
ing with Mr. McMillan-Scott. To this day, the
Chinese government denies harvesting the or-
gans of Falun Gong practitioners, yet reports
indicate that the number of Falun Gong practi-
tioners who are victims of organ harvesting is
in, at least, the thousands, if not the hundreds
of thousands.

The way the Chinese treated, and continue
to treat the Falun Gong runs contrary to stand-
ards laid out by the WHO; incredibly, the
WHO refuses to acknowledge the reality of
China’s organ harvesting campaign.

According to the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, between 800,000 and 2,000,000 Uighurs
and ethnic Kazaks have been imprisoned in
Chinese ‘“re-education camps” since April
2017. In these camps, the CCP has condoned
the practice of forced abortions and steriliza-
tion procedures on imprisoned women. Many
cases of sexual abuse emanate from these in-
stitutions as well. Prisoners are placed under
constant surveillance and have been forced to
renounce their religious and political convic-
tions.

In 2003, the People’s Republic of China
waited three months before notifying its own
people, as well as the World Health Organiza-
tion, about the SARS outbreak. This pattern of
late notice was repeated again last year, when
the CCP hid knowledge of a new coronavirus.
By December 31, both the WHO and Chinese
authorities were alerted by Taiwanese officials
that this virus could be spread by human-to-
human transmission; but Beijing didn’t tell its
own citizens anything until January 20. In the
interim, China began a wholesale purge of any
whistleblowers; arresting Dr. Li Wenliang and
eight other doctors. Earlier this month, Dr. Ai
Fei, the Director of Emergency Services at
Wuhan Central Hospital and a former col-
league to Dr. Li, disappeared. Untold numbers
of doctors, reporters, lawyers, and other civil
activists have been reported missing for
defying the government’s draconian restric-
tions on information sharing.

Silencing whistleblowers and ignoring Tai-
wan weren’t the only sins the Communist
Party of China committed during the pan-
demic. On December 31, the CCP began cen-
soring social media, and launched a campaign
to find those who'd criticized the government’s
response to the virus. Shortly afterwards, both
the Hubei Provincial Health Commission and
the National Health Commission ordered gene
sequencing companies and institutions to de-
stroy testing samples; all in the hopes of pre-
venting the spread of new information regard-
ing the virus. On January 5, the Wuhan Mu-
nicipal Health Commissions stopped issuing
daily updates about the virus for almost two
weeks; on January 6, the CCP declined a U.S.
CDC offer of assistance. From January 8-9,
CCP health officials stated that there was no
evidence of human-to-human transmission of
the virus; and it also finally announced the
COVID-19 outbreak in public.

On January 12, the CCP provided the WHO
with the virus’ genomic information. On Janu-
ary 14, the WHO stated that there was no evi-
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dence to suggest that the virus could be
spread by human-to-human transmission. This
raises many flags—given the fact that the
WHO had access to the virus’ genomic infor-
mation, and it's troubling that an international
institution would so quickly provide this kind of
sweeping statement without a thorough anal-
ysis of the data.

Given the fact that the threat of COVID-19
was significantly downplayed by CCP’s health
authorities, nearly 5 million people were able
to leave Wuhan, China before the government
imposed a quarantine on January 21. On Jan-
uary 22, the WHO stated that, while there was
evidence of human-to-human transmission,
more work was needed to determine the ex-
tent of the transmission. The very next day,
WHO Director, General Tedros, voted against
declaring the outbreak of the SARs—CoV-2
virus as a Public Health Emergency of Inter-
national Concern, justifying his vote by saying
there was no evidence of human-to-human
transmission outside of China.

On January 27, the Mayor of Wuhan admit-
ted that strict regulations imposed by the Bei-
jing government prevented him from saying
much about the new virus. On January 29, the
WHO praised China’s reaction to the
coronavirus pandemic, while also declaring a
Public Health Emergency of International Con-
cern the very next day. President Trump wise-
ly closed off U.S. travel to Chinese visitors on
January 31.

Well over a month passed before China al-
lowed a restricted visit to the WHO; yet that
institution continued to parrot the CCP line.
Numerous other infractions colored China’s re-
sponse fo the coronavirus—from threatening
criminal charges against those using social
media to spread information regarding
COVID-19, to blaming the United States Army
for the outbreak.

This Congress should demand that China
be held accountable for its gross negligence
and cover-up during the current crisis. My
hope is that everything we’ve discussed today
demonstrates that this is more than just a one-
off botching; lies and obfuscation form an es-
sential part of the Chinese government meth-
odology. China has given us every reason to
believe that it'll never be a good faith partner,
and so our future efforts must include taking
targeted actions to mitigate its influence.

Many actions need to be taken; the first of
which has already been done. | applaud Presi-
dent Trump and his Administration for commit-
ting to withhold all future funding to the WHO
until extensive organizational change is made.
The mind-boggling irresponsibility of the WHO
during this pandemic just proves that it's pow-
erfully influenced and irreparably compromised
by the machinations of the CCP. The second
step is for the U.S. to strongly advocate for
the inclusion of Taiwan in the WHO. Our Na-
tion has withstood some of the greatest chal-
lenges in human history, and we’ll rise to this
one. Time is of the essence, though. The CCP
is presently the greatest enemy to both global
health and the United States, and our policies
must reflect that.

Despite this sobering reality, we dare to
hope for a better future for ourselves and for
the Chinese people—the first victims of their
government’s oppressive regime. With full ac-
knowledgement of the imposing task in front of
us, we’ll once again demonstrate to the world
why the cause of freedom and peace is in
good hands.

E417
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Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the dedication and
partnership of Arkansas medical professionals
and state agencies in their efforts to combat
the spread of COVID-19 and prepare to re-
build.

Governor Asa Hutchinson recently an-
nounced the formation of the Governor's Med-
ical Advisory Committee for Post-Peak
COVID-19 Response.

Focusing on public health strategy after Ar-
kansas reaches the peak of its COVID-19
cases, this committee is tasked to examine
testing capabilities and social distancing proto-
cols and make necessary recommendations to
avoid a resurgence of cases.

This work is critical to ensuring the health
and safety of all Arkansans while continuing to
pave the way for the opening of our state.

On behalf of all Arkansans, | thank Gov-
ernor Hutchinson, the members serving on
this important committee, and all of the med-
ical professionals and health care workers on
the frontlines battling COVID-19.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE FISCAL IMPACT
OF THE CORONAVIRUS PAN-
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Mr. MALINOWSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the devastating impact the
coronavirus pandemic continues to have on
the Town of Dover, New Jersey and many
local governments throughout my district and
the country. The coronavirus has decimated
local revenues and increased costs and only
Congress can provide a lifeline to small towns
through direct and flexible funding.

Due to COVID-19 the Town of Dover has
been forced to take unprecedented measures
to educate the community on the virus and
CDC guidelines to ensure the residents under-
stand and practice social distancing and other
protocols. These measures have forced the
Town to have a higher number of expenses
that were not included in the budget, there-
fore, the Town has to suspend a number of
services and activities for the residents. Fur-
thermore, the number of unemployed resi-
dents has increased which has created a very
high demand for basic essentials like food,
personal hygiene items, baby food and dia-
pers. The Town was forced to suspend all
parking enforcement, permits, and sports ac-
tivities which all have negatively impacted rev-
enues. The Town was not able to hire addi-
tional firemen during this very difficult time,
which puts the existing personnel at higher
risk. We desperately need financial support to
help ensure that our community is able to
bounce back from this health and economic
pandemic.
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